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The following day John was again standing with two of his 
disciples. As Jesus walked by, John looked at him and declared,  

“Look! There is the Lamb of God!” When John’s two disciples heard 
this, they followed Jesus. Jesus looked around and saw them 
following. “What do you want?” he asked them. They replied, 
“Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”  

“Come and see,” he said. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon 
when they went with him to the place where he was staying, and they 

remained with him the rest of the day. Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, was one of these men who heard what John said and then 

followed Jesus. Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which means “Christ”). Then Andrew 

brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at Simon,  
Jesus said, “Your name is Simon, son of John—but you will be  
called Cephas” (which means “Peter”).              John 1:35-42 

 

When was the last time you invited someone to experience the 
presence of the Messiah? Have you ever invited someone to experience 
the Messiah? In my first sermon as your new pastor, I shared my “Jesus 
Story,” as I put it, or the story of how it is I came to know Jesus Christ 
and have a personal relationship with Him. I shared with you that my 
grandparents invited me to church for the first as a child to attend 
VBS, and I have been a part of a church ever since. All it took was an 
invitation, just a few words, offering me the opportunity to go with 
them one evening to church. Although I shared with you how my life 
was genuinely changed at a church camp in 1995, what I didn’t tell you 
was why I first went to that church camp. It was by a simple invite; it 
was the grandson of my Sunday School teacher who asked me to go to 
church camp with him. The most formative Christian experiences of 
my life came because someone who knew me made an effort to extend 
an invitation.  

Looking at the text from John’s Gospel, the same can be said for the 
Disciple and future Apostle, Peter. Peter was one of the most 
instrumental leaders in the early church, preaching arguably the first 
sermon of the Church after his experience in Acts 2 when the Holy 
Spirit made his debut in the life of the believers. It was his brother 
who invited him to meet Jesus. An invite from a friend or relative can 
make a difference in someone’s life if they choose to take the person 
up on the invitation. An invitation from a friend or relative is, in most 
cases, a recommendation from someone worth listening to when it 
comes to the invitation itself. The question we must ask ourselves is, 
what do we invite people to?  

Pastor’s 

Corner 

Continued on page 3 
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We’re Vanco, the eGiving provider 

behind your church’s GivePlus Mobile 

app. We are pleased to inform you that 

your church is now using a new online 

giving app, Vanco Mobile.      

Download the free Vanco Mobile app today in 

the Google Play store or the Apple App store. Find 

your organization by searching for your church 

by Fairfax United Methodist Church or by its invite 

code, UNYMRV.  

Thanks,  The Vanco Team 

With Vanco Mobile, our mobile giving app, you can 
make giving easier—even when you’re away from 
home, not feeling well, or just can’t make it to 
Worship on Sunday...Download the app to your 
phone to be able to give anytime, anywhere! Plus 
you can set up a reoccurring offering—you don’t 
even have to remember...it does it for you! 

Give to any of our church funds: 

General Adopt a Family Memorial 

Altar Flowers Bulletins Website 

Special Sundays    Benevolent Text Spnsr 

Backpack Buddies Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)  

 

You can also choose whether to donate as a guest, 
or you can set up an account that will allow you to 

conveniently schedule and manage recurring 
donations, store bank account information for 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Did you know there are 3 ways to give your 
weekly/monthly Tithes & Offerings? 

1) drop into offering plate on Sundays;  
2) You can use our Vanco mobile app (see below—
you are able to give to multiple ministries on the app);  
3) mail to PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446  

Also: don’t forget to give towards our loose change 
campaign...Youth Missions (Chokwe UMC)  

Tarkio—Westboro—Fairfax 

Food Pantry  

Please drop your items in the  
white basket by the west doors!  

August Items: 

Sugar    -     Cake Mix 
Spaghetti with can of Spaghetti Sauce 

Blessing House:  

Weekly Supervisors  
The supervisors will stop in regularly to refill 
and take note on what goes well and then will 
let us know what items we might be getting low 
on for donations.  

August: week of the 7th—Suzanne 

week of the 14th—Alice 

week of the 21st—Amy 

week of the 28th—DeAnna 

‘the Nook’ 
is open on Sundays 
following worship! 
Please see the Sign up 

sheet for hosting one Sunday. Ministry Team asks 
that only 1 item be served a Sunday (example 
cookies) & request that the host/hostess serve the 
food & clean up following.  

Back 2 School Plans 

We will be 
celebrating  
“Back 2 School”  
on Sunday,  
August 28th, with a  
“Blessing of the 
Backpacks.”  

We are adding 
something new for 
“Back 2 School” this 
year, Scholastic Prayer Partners! Each family 
in the church will be encouraged to “adopt” 
someone involved with a school in any 
capacity this school year from our church and 
lift them in prayer throughout the school year 
and encourage them with simple, thoughtful 
gifts throughout the school year. The idea is 
to do this “Secret Santa” style, don’t let your 
student or staff member know you are their 
prayer partner until the end of the school 
year. There are plans to have a fish fry at  
the parsonage in April to celebrate this 
ministry and reveal who has been praying  
and blessing students and staff through the 
2022-2023 school year. This should be a fun 
and powerful ministry that we can accomplish 
as a church family that can impact students 
and staff alike!  

https://vancopayments.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc38771a0f067c17a92375055&id=a6c4f8f800&e=0d6ce36a89
https://vancopayments.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc38771a0f067c17a92375055&id=eebae74a7d&e=0d6ce36a89
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Most people might answer that question with the statement we invite them to church. I want to 
throw out there that rather than inviting someone to church or Sunday School, invite them to meet 
Jesus (you may use the words church or Sunday School, but the spirit of the invite is you inviting 
them to experience Jesus). That is what Andrew did in the text above; he invited his brother to meet 
Jesus. Although my grandparents invited me to VBS, their genuine desire, I know, was for me to come 
to know Jesus Christ as my Savior; they wanted me to meet Jesus! I recall years after I started going 
to church, as I was entering the ministry, my grandmother told me that she and grandpa prayed 
about inviting me to VBS for weeks before they extended the invitation. I remember grandpa praying 
for people all the time before he would invite them to church or a fellowship opportunity. I would 
contend we need to both pray for people before we invite them and make sure what we are inviting 
them to is either to meet Jesus or renew their relationship with Jesus. It is not about inviting 
someone to church; it can’t be about the church; it must be about Jesus. They can experience Jesus 
through the church (at least that should since the church is by design in the Body of Christ) or 
through a fellowship opportunity through church family.  

My hope and prayer are we can all pray and ask God to lead us to people we can invite to meet 
Jesus or grow deeper in their faith as they follow Jesus through the life of the church. So who might 
you invite to experience Jesus through our local Body? Begin praying for them now! Ask God through 
the Holy Spirit to give them a nudge so that when you extend the invitation, some groundwork has 
been laid. Remember, it isn’t about inviting people to church; it is inviting them into fellowship in 
the Body of Christ through our church family here at Fairfax United Methodist Church; it is not about 
us. It is about Jesus! 

Praise God! 
In His Presence, 
Pastor Brad Dush 

Continued from page 1 

Pastor’s  Corner 

SEENAGERS Potluck 

BBQ Held in July 

A group of 10 “mature” adults met as Seenagers 
at the home of Roger and Suzanne Southard 
on Saturday, July 16. A grilled hamburgers and 
potluck dinner was enjoyed with plenty of 
storytelling and laughter. Then a crossword 
puzzle on facts about the attendees was 
complete, with the answers giving some insight 
to Pastor Brad and Christin 
about the group!  
The Dush’s, Burke’s, 
Collingham’s, Jan Taylor 
and Lee Roy Sickman, plus 
the hosts really enjoyed 
getting  
together again. 

Pastor Brad would like to meet the members 
and friends of Fairfax United Methodist 
Church in smaller more intimate settings. If 
you would like to host a “Coffee with the 
Pastor” event in your home, please let Darla 
know. The “Coffee” should take no more 
than 1 ½ hours, please invite no more than 
four to six people from our church family or 
people connected to the church. Please 
make the event simple to host: coffee, tea, 
and light refreshments.  

He would like to begin having them Tuesday 
through Thursday beginning the week of  
August 8th. Pastor Brad hopes to have them 
completed by September 7th. Feel free to 
schedule them at your convenience at any 
time of day.  

Mark Your Calendars: 

The WEE’s HAM DINNER AND BASKET AUCTION is 
scheduled for SUN., OCTOBER 23. 

Start planning your baskets now. 
Make sure you put it into your calendars!! 
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Women’s Evening Edition 

The WEE July meeting was held July 13, 2022, in the church basement at 6:30 PM. Those present were 
Amy Sefrit, Alice Kemerling, Suzanne Southard, Sandy Burke, Theresa Larson, Pam Davis, Pastor Brad 
Dush, Christin Dush, and Mardee Collingham. 

Alice welcomed Pastor Brad and Christin to our meeting and asked Pastor to lead us in prayer to start. 

Mardee brought a delicious pineapple dessert for those present to enjoy. 

Amy presented the devotion based on Proverbs 9 and the study guide we’ve been using. She offered 
some very interesting thoughts about women and keeping our homes a haven of love and peacefulness. 

Suzanne read the minutes of the June 2022 meeting. Mardee asked to add “National” to the Boys 
Town Hot Line name, then the minutes were approved. 

Sandy reported on the account balances, not much change from last reported. Theresa has some bills 
from VBS food for reimbursement yet. Treasurer’s report was approved as given. 

Alice thanked Jayne and Lois for all their work towards the meal planning for Eagle Lake Mobile Camp 
and VBS. 

Amy mentioned her plea in June for the Mac N Cheese-type meals that our church was asked to provide 
for the Summer Love program was well-received (the collection basket was full!)—Thank You to all! 

Stocking the Blessing House was discussed at length. Pastor Brad spoke about a program he has been 
involved with at another charge that also helped supply the food needs in that community. 

Alice asked the WEE to consider financially helping the Sunday School teachers with their Summer 
Youth Program. Amy moved and Sandy seconded the motion that the WEE financially support the 
summer youth program. Motion carried. The teachers will submit their expenses to Sandy for 
reimbursement. 

Alice suggested setting a date for our annual dinner and auction fundraiser this fall. All agreed on 
October 23rd. Alice will notify the school of our plan to avoid scheduling conflicts. Pam offered to chair 
the event, Alice and Mardee offered to help her. 

A monetary request from Community Services was read. The organization collects for the Back To 
School program and also collecting monetary donations for shoes for kids in need for school. Sandy 
reported on last year’s donation to the program. Some discussion followed. Theresa moved and Pam 
seconded to give $200 for Back To School and $200 for the shoes program. Motion carried. 

Mardee invited all to the Seenagers barbecue at the Southard’s on July 16th. She also mentioned that 
Sandi Wilmes’ step-dad passed away and Group #3 will provide them a meal.  

Alice offered two items for us to think about before next meeting: buying a good set of pans for the 
church kitchen; donating to the Fairfax teachers for classroom needs. Theresa gave us some insight 
about the Fairfax teacher situations, and Christin explained a program she was familiar with, Donor’s 
Choose, that helps teachers fund their classroom needs. 

Theresa reported that she and Michelle have rescheduled their Youth Fundraiser Breakfast for Sept. 11 
during the Sunday School hour. 

Tonight’s offering of $30 goes to Atchison County CARE. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 
14, 2022 at 6:30 pm. Suzanne will give the devotion, and Pam will provide refreshments. 

In closing, Alice led those present in a prayer she found appropriate, then adjourned the meeting at 8 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzanne Southard 

Pastor Brad’s Sermon Planning Retreat 

Pastor Brad will be on a sermon planning retreat from September 12th to 16th. In August Pastor Brad 
plans to have a simple survey slip available for you to let him know topics of interest for sermons and 
short-term studies along with some of your favorite hymns and modern worship songs. Please be in 
prayer concerning your interests, it is not a guarantee it will be a sermon or study topic, but Pastor 
Brad loves to know your interests. 
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Festival of Sharing 

The Merida Foundation  
is a charity focusing 
efforts on nutrition  
and VISION resources 
for residents in rural 
villages in Mexico’s 
Yucatan State.  
The organization 
rehabilitates USED 
EYEGLASSES for 
residents reaching 
thousands of people 
with vision-impairments 
each year. One small 
donation of something 
no longer needed 
allows a child to see 
the blackboard, a 
women to continue  
her sewing, or a man  
to read a newspaper. 

Filled packs,  

blankets and  

used eyeglasses,  

may be brought to  

the church  

now through  

Sunday,  

September 4th! 

 

PLEASE FOLLOW  

SIZES/DIRECTIONS 

LISTED FOR ITEMS—

they want each pack 

that they hand out 

to be equal. 

              (We will have the large 2—2 1/2 gallon zippered 
storage bags here at the church—you may just bring items in a shopping bag!) 
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Party at the Parsonage! 

Christin and I (Pastor Brad) feel so blessed to have the beautiful parsonage the church provides; we want 
our church family to be our guests a few times a year for food, fun, and fellowship. The first Party at the 
Parsonage is a BBQ, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 24, 2022, at 5:00 PM. We plan to 
provide the meat along with tea and lemonade. Please bring a side or dessert to share and lawn chairs. 
We will plan to eat outside, but if the weather doesn’t cooperate, we will go inside.  

Fairfax Fair Friday night—August 19 & all day Saturday, August 20   

A Welcome Dinner, for Pastor Brad Dush 
and his family, was held July 10th. 

PLUS Worship-in-the-Park on 

Sunday, August 21st at 10:30 am 
with the Community of Fairfax!    

Bring your lawn-chairs!  

Youth Service Project 

The youth, 5th grade and up, will be doing a 
service project at the parsonage on Monday, 
August 1st from 6:00-8:00 pm. Wear work clothes 
and bring gloves to do some outside landscaping, 
yard work, etc.  

Pastor Brad will be 
cooking for the group!  

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
were the hands and feet of Jesus 
as 14 volunteers picked sweet 
corn - In just over an hour, they 
gathered more than a pickup load 
of sweet corn. The tradition goes 
back over ten years, with a  
truckload going to the Second  
Harvest Food Bank in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and several bushels  
destined for the Atchison County 
Community Services located  
in Tarkio. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
1 

Youth Service  
Project: 6-8pm at 
Parsonage.  
Wear work clothes 

2 3 

 

4 5 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Mardee 

6 

7 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Suzanne 

8 9 

 

10 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
DeAnna 

13 

 

14 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Alice 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

18 19 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Lisa 

 

Fairfax Fair: evening 

20 

 

 

 

Fairfax Fair: all day 

21 

10:30am with the 
Community!  
(bring a lawnchair) 

    

 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: Amy 

22 

Newsletter  
Deadline: SEP 

23 

 

24 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

25 

 

26 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Alice 

 

 

27 

 

28 

Blessing House Supvr. 
for the week: DeAnna 

29 

 

 

30 

 

31 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

Office: 

Hours: 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Mon—Thurs 

Phone:  
660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 
(during office hours) 

Pastor: 

Hours:  
Tue & Thur 
8am-12pm 

OR call for appt 

Cell:  
573– 631-4110 

brad.dush@ 
yahoo.com 

Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday School: 
9:30 am 

(kid’s - summer break) 

In-house Worship: 
10:30 am   

and on Facebook  

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

Fairfax United  

Methodist Church        
305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446          

www.fairfaxumc.net — 660-686-3314 — umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Pastor Brad Dush 
PO Box 347, Fairfax, MO 64446 — Cell: 573-631-4110 — brad.dush@yahoo.com 
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HOTLINES: 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ------------------ 9-8-8 

Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ------ 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction -------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence -------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control --------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ------------ (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

 

August Birthdays 
  

 Janice Ray   08/03 
 Gerry Collingham   08/03 
 Julie Michaelsen  08/06 
 Kent Ray   08/07 
 Spencer Barnes   08/08 
 Taylor Anderson   08/16 
 Jackson Zumbrunnen  08/16 
 Jase Barnes  08/17 

 Hudson Lee 08/17 
 Aleesha Lemar  08/18 
 Trey Bowling   08/18 
 Ben Bowling   08/18 
 Truman Bennett  08/20 
 Jake Beck  08/22 
 Carol Ball 08/24 
 Becky Pickard 08/25 
 Martha Shaffer 08/25 
 Pam Monk  08/26 
 Robert Sefrit   08/28 
 Ralph Ball 08/29 
 Jack Clement  08/31 
 

August  

Anniversaries 
  

 Jim & Betty Allen  08/10 
 Melvin & Karen Rogers  08/12 
 Mike & Joann Whittington  08/20 
 Caleb & Ashton Morris 08/22 
 Kent & Janice Ray  08/22 
 John & Sandy Burke 08/24 
 
If you or your loved ones are not on the 

list, or we have your day incorrect,  
contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

Women’s Evening 

Edition (WEE) 
Wed., Sep. 14th at 6:30 pm 

-NOT meeting in August- 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
Recognized on the last Sunday of each month! 
Tradition is to give a penny for each year and 
drop it into the little white church as you 
come forward! But don’t worry if you don’t 
have anything to give—we want ALL to come 
forward for their recognition! 

Serving our church  

in August: 

Altar Flowers ($35): John & Sandy Burke in memory 
 of David & Hollis Burke  

Bulletins ($10ea):   

 Aug 7:  John & Sandy Burke  
 in memory of Arlin Otto 

 Aug 14: Jim & Mary Brown in Celebration of  
 Truman Bennett’s Birthday 

 Aug 21: Gerry & Mardee Collingham  
 in memory of loved ones 

 Aug 28: Gerry & Mardee Collingham  
 in memory of loved ones 

Communion Steward:  Lois Wiley 
    Aug. 7th 

2 slickTEXT Sponsors: 1) Jason & Carolyn Hall  

   ($25 ea)  2) Jason & Carolyn Hall  

Ushers: _____________; _____________ 

Website Sponsor ($26.25): _________________  

(Please contact the church office  
if you can fill any of the open areas.) 

Stewardship 2022: 

facebook 
You can find a link to watch our online 
services, or to just look over our page, on our 
church website at: www.fairfaxumc.net.  

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

We could use more volunteers… 
please prayerfully consider if 

this could be YOU!  

Call Lois at 660-736-4965  
or 660-623-0040. 

Receipts as of July 26, 2022: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 

  First Sunday 2,775.00  53 

  Second Sunday 1,256.52  49 

  Third Sunday 1,337.00  51 

  Fourth Sunday 2,738.00  43 

  Fifth Sunday -  - 

   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 8,106.52 
 
BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 62,511.44 
 Total Budgeted to date:   78,660.00     
     (2,622 weekly)c. 
 

  Received  Received 
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS:  To Date 

 Altar Flowers 35.00 210.00 
 Backpack Buddies 0.00 0.00
 Benevolent Fund 100.00 350.00 
 Building Use 0.00 0.00
 Bulletins 50.00 290.00 
 Cash Back (iGive/UMC Market) 0.00 0.00
 Festival of Sharing 0.00 0.00 
 Food Pantry 0.00 0.00 
 GHG (formerly FRB) 0.00 0.00 
 Lent (to mobile camp) 0.00 195.00 
 Memorials 0.00 150.00 
 Mobile Camp Scholarships 0.00 125.00 
 Mozambique Initiative:    
    Loose Change  79.67 787.59 
    Fundraisers 0.00 0.00 
 OCC Shipping (made out to FUMC) 0.00 0.00
 Sunday School 29.49 341.74 
 Text Sponsor 100.00 350.00 
 UMCOR advance 0.00 775.00 
 Web Site 26.25 187.75 
 Special Sundays: 
    Human Relations Day 0.00 100.00 
    UMCOR Sunday 200.00 290.00 
    Native American Ministries 0.00 100.00 
    Peace with Justice 125.00 125.00 
    World Communion 0.00 0.00 
    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 Meals On Wheels 

 Aug 5-Mardee   Aug 12-DeAnna 

 Aug 19-Lisa   Aug 26-Alice 

June 12-13 

Rightnow Media 
Reminder: We as a church have partnered with 

RightNow Media to offer you Christian tools and 
content for use in your homes. You have invested 

in your church by your prayers, presence and gifts. 
As a church we would like to invest in you.  

To get set up: text FAIRFAXUMC to 49775  

or type in this web address  
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/ 

Invite/FairfaxUMC 

It is our hope that this tool can be used to  
further disciple you and your families! 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FairfaxUMC
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FairfaxUMC
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER 

AUGUST 2022 

- Located outside of the Methodist Church 

KEEPING THIS STOCKED AND AVAILABLE! 

Sharing & showing God’s love for his people!! 

What is in the blessing house?   

Non-perishable items (no glass bottles) 

TIPS: look for box items that use water not milk; 

 boxed milk is good; Spices or Salt/Pepper;  

 look for the pop tops on veggies/fruit;  

 Cake mix/frosting are great for their birthdays;  

 detergents/cleaning items are always appreciated 

Who can access it?  Anyone can access it, at any time.   

PLEASE DONATE NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS  

When you get your groceries—just remember the Blessing House and 

pick up a few extra items ... Thank you all so much!! 

Please leave your items in the elevator foyer beside the shelves.  

(local Food Pantry isn’t open till last half of month) 
 

—Join (and share) our Facebook group — Blessing House Fairfax Missouri FUMC 


